
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                     1200 New Jersey Ave., SE 
                                                                      Washington, D.C. 20590 
   

May 4, 2020 

 
 

In Reply Refer To: 
  HSST-1/ WZ-389 
Mr. Chuck Mettler 
Plastic Safety Systems, Inc. 
2444 Baldwin Road   
Cleveland, OH 44104 
USA 
 
Dear Mr. Mettler: 
 
This letter is in response to your January 14, 2020 request for the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) to review a roadside safety device, hardware, or system for eligibility for 
reimbursement under the Federal-aid highway program.  This FHWA letter of eligibility is 
assigned FHWA control number WZ-389 and is valid until a subsequent letter is issued by 
FHWA that expressly references this device. 
 
Decision 
 
The following device is eligible within the length-of-need, with details provided in the form 
which is attached as an integral part of this letter: 

• PSS Anchor Mast Type III Barricade 
 
Scope of this Letter  
 
To be found eligible for Federal-aid funding, new roadside safety devices should meet the crash 
test and evaluation criteria contained in the American Association of State Highway and 
Transportation Officials’(AASHTO) Manual for Assessing Safety Hardware (MASH).  
However, the FHWA, the Department of Transportation, and the United States Government do 
not regulate the manufacture of roadside safety devices. Eligibility for reimbursement under the 
Federal-aid highway program does not establish approval, certification or endorsement of the 
device for any particular purpose or use. 
 
This letter is not a determination by the FHWA, the Department of Transportation, or the United 
States Government that a vehicle crash involving the device will result in any particular 
outcome, nor is it a guarantee of the in-service performance of this device.  Proper 
manufacturing, installation, and maintenance are required in order for this device to function as 
tested. 
 
This finding of eligibility is limited to the crashworthiness of the system and does not cover other 
structural features, nor conformity with the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices. 
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Eligibility for Reimbursement 

 

Based solely on a review of crash test results and certifications submitted by the manufacturer, 

and the crash test laboratory, FHWA agrees that the device described herein meets the crash test 

and evaluation criteria of the AASHTO’s MASH.  Therefore, the device is eligible for 

reimbursement under the Federal-aid highway program if installed under the range of tested 

conditions. 

 

Name of system: PSS Anchor Mast Type III Barricade 

Type of system: Work Zone Type III Barricade  

 Test Level: MASH Test Level 3 (TL3) 

 Testing conducted by: Texas A&M Transportation Institute. 

 Date of request: January 14, 2020 

 

 

FHWA concurs with the recommendation of the accredited crash testing laboratory on the 

attached form. 

 

Full Description of the Eligible Device 

 

The device and supporting documentation, including reports of the crash tests or other testing 

done, videos of any crash testing, and/or drawings of the device, are described in the attached 

form. 

 

Notice 

 

This eligibility letter is issued for the subject device as tested.  Modifications made to the device 

are not covered by this letter. Any modifications to this device should be submitted to the user 

(i.e., state DOT) as per their requirements.  

 

You are expected to supply potential users with sufficient information on design, installation and 

maintenance requirements to ensure proper performance. 

 

You are expected to certify to potential users that the hardware furnished has the same chemistry, 

mechanical properties, and geometry as that submitted for review, and that it will meet the test 

and evaluation criteria of AASHTO’s MASH. 

 

Issuance of this letter does not convey property rights of any sort or any exclusive privilege. This 

letter is based on the premise that information and reports submitted by you are accurate and 

correct.  We reserve the right to modify or revoke this letter if: (1) there are any inaccuracies in 

the information submitted in support of your request for this letter, (2) the qualification testing 

was flawed, (3) in-service performance or other information reveals safety problems, (4) the 

system is significantly different from the version that was crash tested, or (5) any other 

information indicates that the letter was issued in error or otherwise does not reflect full and 

complete information about the crashworthiness of the system. 

 





















P/N T3-ANCHOR-C

P/N T3-05

P/N BP-08M (tested)
P/N BP-06M
P/N BP-04M

Signifies location of 50 lbs sandbag. 4
sandbags total; 2 placed on ends of each leg.



P/N T3-ANCHOR-C

P/N T3-05

P/N BP-08M (tested)
P/N BP-06M
P/N BP-04M

Notes: Previous Acceptance NCHRP-350 TL-3 WZ-152
Ballast each Anchor Foot internally with up to 45 lbs. of sand or use a Maximum of (2) 50 lb sand bags per foot.
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Mast
P/N T3-05

Anchor Foot
P/N T3-Anchor-C

Wave Boards
P/N BP-08M / BP-06M / BP-04M
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PSS
2444 Baldwin Road

Cleveland, Ohio 44104
Telephone (216)231-8590

Fax (216)213-2702
www.pss-innovations.com

Contact Information

Approvals:
MASH Acceptance - Pending

NCHRP-350 Acceptance  WZ-152
https://safety.fhwa.dot.gov/roadway_dept/countermeasures/reduce_crash_severity/workzone/pdf/wz152.pdf

Anchor / Mast Type-III Barricade. Anchor / Mast Type-III Barricade consists of (2) Anchor Feet (P/N T3-Anchor-C) Mast 
Up-rights (P/N T3-05) and Barricade rails made from 4' or 6' or 8' (BP-04M / BP-06M / BP-08M)  Wave Boards (WZ-173). 
Wave Boards can be sheeted with Retroreflective material as required.

INTENDED USE
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1.25

Note:

3.69

3.375 x 3.375 square hole thru

47.64

7.36

Date Code
or 1.75 x 1.75 square hole thru

Recycle symbol

Text Plate 6.00 x 2.25
see artwork for details.

6.316.00

Material: HDPE - White 
General Color #G8Y-3736-U or approved equivalent.

Part weight 5.75 lbs MINIMUM. Wall thickness 0.140" MINIMUM
except for within 2" of thru hole 0.080" MINIMUM.

Date code must be correct and legiable.
Trim flash must be less than 0.015"
Spin Pads must be installed on both ends with 2 staples each.

Staples must be folded correctly.
Plug RT-20 to be installed up to second rib.

Blow needle centered in hole

2.25 hole thru for plug
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DETAIL B 
SCALE 2 : 15

Notes: Material - HDPE, White - General Color #G8Y-373-U, 2% let-down.
Part Weight - 0.52 lbs / foot Minimum.
Minimum Wall Thickness 0.045"  Except for 3" from each end 0.060" Minimum.
Modular tool to make 48" / 72" / 96" lengths. 4' & 6' parts to have holes 44" on center. 8' part to have holes 44" & 76" on center.
Trim Flash must be less than 0.005"
Hole slugs must be completely removed from part.
Parts must be clean and free of grease, oil, dust and dirt.
Maximum warpage 3/8"
All text - Logos & Date Codes must be legible.
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